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MAY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings to alll Well,
we’ve made it through most
of a winter/spring trial sea-
son once again, and as usual
it didn’t come without its
problems. Seems like every
year we have something
new, or something that is
back again, that we have to
deal with. But like usual,
GSBDA members step up
and get the job done. This
year we have had to deal
with changes in the rules

for shipping birds.

Speaking of getting the job
done, I feel that I have not
been as effective during the
winter months as I could
have been. Might as well
get that said right upfront.

I fell into the trap so many
of us often do in organiza-
tions made up of volunteers
— I took on a job, life got in
the way, and I should have
asked for help but didn’t.
So, as the old man used to
say, at least I can always be
used as a bad example!
And, as my grandfather

used to say, don’t do as I do,
do as I say. Don’t be shy in
coming forward and taking on
a job, but when it seems bigger
than you bargained for, ask for
some help. Lot’s of members
are experienced and willing to
pitch in, but have taken the
lead so much in the past that
they need a bit of R and R. A
good example of taking on a
new task without knowing
what was in store was Lonnie
Johnson chairing the last fun
trial. Turned out to be a huge
success! Thanks for doing that
Lonnie.

While we are on that topic, I
could use a couple volunteers
to help out with some events
this summer. We are hoping
to schedule a weekend training
session with a pro trainer. I’ll
need someone to assist with
the logistics of making that
happen. We also wish to hold
a summet picnic/bat-B-Q at a
location where we can practice
some shotgunning (and maybe
get a few pointers so that we
don’t disappoint our canine
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companions). My schedule
will have me gone most of
the summer, so I’ll need a
back-up on each of those.
Meanwhile, Willy Boyer has
agreed to chair a fun trial.

We are also interested in
changing our election of
officers to the summer pic-
nic, which has been better
attended in years past than
the November meeting. If
that happens, we’ll need 3
people for a nomination
committee.

Our main focus right now
is updating our membership
list and the email addresses.
A copy of the membership
list is included in this news-
letter. Please check your
personal information, espe-
cially your email, to be sure
it is correct. If you have a
filter system set up on your
email, please code it such
that you can receive emails
from GSBDA Officers.
When you look at the list,
also check it for friends
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who are in the club but don’t ap-
pear there. We hate to leave any-
one out, but it does happen from
time to time. Your help in getting
this information together will im-
prove club communications and
save time for all. Use the list also
to check with people in your area
to set up training groups. Itisa
heck of a lot easier to train bird
dogs with extra people around —
they are much better at seeing your
mistakes than you are!

Give me a call if you want to com-
ment on what we are doing right,
or in your mind doing wrong. Of
course, that might qualify you for
the lead of an event, so be as con-
structive in your criticism as you
can. Reminds me of the story
about moose-_____ pie, but that is
best told afield, not in a newsletter.

Best wishes to you all, and best of

luck in the Northwest Region trial
over the Memorial Day weekend.

Shannon Fitzgerald
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GSBDA BOARD MEETING - APRIL 16, 2005

BY TRACY PREZEAU

The meeting was called to
order at approximately 2
PM. Officers and board
members present included
Shannon Fitzgerald, Ron
Trask, Tracy Prezeau, Rick
Prezeau, Barry Wild, Kathy
Sybouts, and Guy Pollock.
General members present
were Lonnie Johnson and
Steve Gagne.

Minutes from the last
meeting held were not
available. Carol Amtower
could not attend, so a
treasurers report was also
not available. Fitzgerald
will contact Amtower and
request the financial report
be emailed to the board as
soon as possible.

Newsletter Schedule: All
present agreed that the
newsletter is a core value
of the organization. Be-
cause it is a difficult task to
create it and send it out, it
was suggested that the
newsletter by produced
annually and postcards be
used thereafter to provide
members with updates.
The annual newsletter
would provide the sched-
ule for the year and all ap-
plications. Another option
is to produce a quarterly
newsletter. Discussion

was tabled, but recognized
as an important issue.

Obtaining Birds: The
purchase of birds for trials
and other events is not a
problem. The GSBDA has
been working with a good

supplier. Unfortunately, the

rules for shipping birds
have changed. Birds can
now only be shipped on
direct flights. The supplier
will deliver the birds for
Trask’s trial on April 30,
and bring enough birds for
the fun event. This has
caused a need to have fun
trials as the same day as

NSTRA trials, as we used to
do. Trask, Wild, and Calder

will continue to work on
this issue.

NSTRA Trials: The fall
schedule is needed immedi-
ately, and our request for
dates in the winter/spring

of 2006 should be settled by

May 1. The board decided
that we would not host any
fall 2005 trials. Barry Wild
will canvass members at
Trask’s trial to find chairs
for our requested events.
Dates and chairpersons
need to be submitted by the
Regional trial. Dates to be
requested will be similar to
those for 2005. We estab-

lished a standing committee
to focus on NSTRA trials.

Club events: Besides the
May NSTRA trials, the club
will hold a fun event on
April 30. Other fun events
can be held if chairpersons,
birds, and grounds are avail-
able. Training days are very
important, but we probably
do not need to hold any for-
mal ones for the rest of the
spring. Club members
should contact one another
to get together for training,
and members should contact
Ron Trask or Barry Wild for
training on Saturdays at Fort
Lewis. Other events we are
hoping to host are a training
seminar, mock hunt test, and
summer shooting tune-up
and Bar-B-Q at the Ever-
green Sportsman’s club.
Fitzgerald will explore op-
tions.

Membership Meetings:
Current bylaws require one
general membership meeting
to be held in November at
each year. This meeting is
preceded by a nomination
committee that forwards
names for officer and board
positions. The election oc-
curs at this meeting, and is
effective immediately. A
recommendation was made

to use the annual summer
picnic/Bat-B-Q to elect
officers and board mem-
bers, with positions to be
effective the following
December. This will pro-
vide more time to transi-
tion tasks, and allow for
an easier time for new
officers to prepare outside
of the busy hunting and
holiday seasons. The
board unanimously ap-
proved this motion. This
serves as notice to the
general membership, as
required by our bylaws,
that this proposal has
been made. Members
who wish to comment
should send their opin-
ions to Fitzgerald or
Prezeau. Other member-
ship meetings have tradi-
tionally not been well at-
tended. We will look into
the possibility of having a
guest speaker at these
meetings, and reduce the
amount of business at-
tended to.

The meeting was ad-
journed at about 3:20 PM.
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APRIL PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS BY SHANNON FITZGERALD

We have had some very
successful events so far this
year. First, I wish to con-
gratulate Dwayne Boggs
for organizing our booth in
the annual sportsman's
show. Our location has for
years been graciously sup-
plied by Bob Gribble. Itis
one of the best ways of
showing what we are about
to potential new members,
and we have had quite a
tew people from the show
in past years join because
of the people, dogs, and
materials they see in our
booth. Thanks Dwayne
and thanks to everyone
who did a stint for the
club.

Our annual banquet was
also a huge success, due in
large part to the organiza-
tional skills of Leslie Bing-
ham. We were well-fed,
had some nice opportuni-
ties for conversation, and
generally had a fun time
with awards being passed

2004 GSBDA Awards

out (see related article) and

an excellent job by Gary
Weitenhagen and Scott
Harrison for the annual
auction. Hard to resist

pulling out the pocketbook
with these two working the

floor. Thanks Gary and

Scott, and thank you Leslie

for the wonderful job you
did of organizing the ban-
quet.

The first fun trial, chaired
by Carol Amtower, was

also an excellent event. Of
course, any opportunity for

hanging out with this

crowd and all the accompa-

nying birddogs is always
hard to beat, regardless of

travel distance, weather, or

other factors.

We were off to a great start
this year with all these suc-
cessful events, but then hit

quite a roadblock. Rules

have changed on how birds

can be shipped to us by
plane, which has really re-

duced our ability to get the

2004 BEST PUPPY

The best puppy award is
given out annually. Dogs
up to 30 months old can
qualify. Owners submit a
letter to the President that
makes the case for why
their dog should be consid-
ered the best puppy of the
year. The only requisite is
that we (the club members)
must have had the chance
to see the dog at some of
our events. Otherwise, all

birds needed to support
GSBDA activities such as
training days, fun trials, and
NSTRA trials. Ron Trask,
Barry Wild, and Val Calder
have all been working on
ways to resolve this issue,
and we can now schedule a
couple of events. There
will be a training day on
April 16 at Fort Lewis Area
14, a NSTRA trial on April
30-May 1 at Area 15, and
in conjunction with the
NSTRA trial we will have a
fun trial on April 30, also at
area 15. Lonnie Johnson
has volunteered to Chair
this event. He will need
additional volunteers to act
as field marshals, set up
and take down, and most
importantly judges. Please
see the application in this
newsletter. [Note — this
was written in early April,
so please see accounts of

regardless of what level we
participate in. Our training
days and fun events
(otherwise known as
“trials”) are really for that
purpose. There is also the
opportunity to hook up
with other members to
meet in your area so that
one another can help with
training. Barry Wild, dur-
ing his past presidency, did
an excellent job of getting
the club back focused on
this aspect, and I hope to
continue on with that leg-
acy. We owe a lot to Barry
for his hard work as our
past president. Unfortu-
nately, he set a pretty high
standard which those of us
who follow in his foot-
prints might not be able to
meet!

I’m looking forward to
continuing our successes

these very successful
events.|

What the club boils down

within the GSBDA, work-
ing with all of you in vari-
ous events and volunteer
opportunities.

to is good dog work. That

is the goal we all share,

AWARD

accomplishments are con-
sidered. Awards are often
given based both on per-
formance in vatious events
as well as overall abilities
and just being a well-

rounded pup.

This years award went to
Deisel, a very nice wei-
mareiner owned and han-
dled by Anne Tyson.

Deisel has done a superb job
at many AKC field trials, obe-
dience trials, and club events.

There were several other
nominations for excellent up
and comers. Keep an eye
open at our events for next
years pup of the year!
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2004 GSBDA Awavds

KOPENSKI CUP

This is the premier award
within our association,
honoring the best-
performing dog and han-
dler. The Kopenski Cup
was donated by long time
GSBDA member Ron Ko-
penski in memory of his
wife Mary.

Mary was the first GSBDA
Secretary and one of the
founding members of our
club. Mary died of cancer.
The coveted Kopenski
Cup is a traveling trophy

FUN TRIAL DOG OF THE YEAR

This award is given to the
dog that has the most
“points” from placements
in the fun trials we held
during the year. At the
beginning of the year it
looked like it would be a
three-way race, as only a
few dogs seemed to be
taking the top honors at
the fun events. Ah, but
then several more dogs
started coming on strong

later in the spring. Some
of this was due to new
members joining, but I also
like to think it was due to
the training days we held as
well.

The guidance that Barry
Wild and Ron Trask pro-
vided was quite helpful to
many members, who then
started forming their own
training groups. By the

WENDY CROWELL SPORTSMAN’S AWARD

This award is given in
honor of a long time mem-
ber of the club who passed
away several years ago.
Wendy was always ready
with a smile and some dry
wit for anyone who came
by. He took on jobs with-
out having to be asked, and
often got people working
by the example of just
jumping in himself and
getting the task started.

We give out this award to
the club member who
most closely follows the
good-natured and self-
giving style that Wendy
exhibited.

The award for 2004 went
to Ron Trask. Ron seems
always to be there helping
people out with what this
club is really about — good
dog work. He walks al-

awarded twice a year, at the

summer Bar-B-Q and at
the winter Awards Ban-
quet, to the GSBDA mem-
ber dog who earns the
greatest number of
NSTRA championship
points in NSTRA dog trial
competition during the
previous six months.

For the fall of 2004,
J’Bar’s Flashy Pepper
owned and handled by

Jack Richardson eked out

a win over other competi-
tors.

end of the year many dogs
were much improved on
the way they worked the
field and handled their
birds (and a few of us han-
dlers were much improved
as well).

In the end, Willie Boyer’s
Squirt held on and won
just enough placements to
win out. Congratulations
to Willie and Squirt!

most every brace at fun
events, handling member’s
dogs, acting as a judge, and
providing the guidance
many of us need. He as-
sists in many other ways as
well, such as organizing
and leading training days
and training groups.

I could go on and on, but
there is probably no need
to if you have been around

This trophy has been in
Jack’s possession since the
spring of 2002, which
leaves me to say two
things. First, way to go

Jack and Peppet! No other

dog and handler in our
club has taken this trophy
so many times in a row.

Second, will someone
please unseat these twol!
Watch out Jack, because 1
see lot’s of good and well-
handled dogs that may
break your hold on the
Cup this spring.

any of our events and
you’ve seen Ron in action.
The club thanked Ron by
providing some gift certifi-
cates to Outback Steak-
house.



Greater Seattle
Bird Dog Association

Membership Application

“A Pointing Dog Club”
GSBDA is a working club. Each member will be expected to volunteer at least one event per year.

$30.00 for the rest of the year/per family

New Member Renewal

rame: (As you wish them to appear on the address label—one line please)
Address:

City State: ZipCode
Phone Numbers (with area code): Home: Work

Cell: Fax: e-,mail
Are you a NSTRA member: yes No

Breeds of dogs you own/Train

Your Interests:

What would you like to see, do or get from GSBDA?

What areas can you volunteer for to help GSBDA?

Make your checks payable to: GSBDA
Mail to:
Carol Amtower
733 Algona Blvd N.
Algona, WA 98001

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS DUE ON OR BEFORE MARCH 31.
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GREATER SEATTLE BIRD DOG ASSOCIATION

“A Pointing Dog Club"
FUN TRIAL ENTRY FORM
Date of event: SUNDAY June 12,2005  Starting at 8:30 am.
Entry Fee: $30.00 each run. If there is only one field the first run of the day will count for scoring purposes.
Dogs that have placed in NSTRA or equivalent events are not eligible for placements in the fun event, but can

still be entered.

Event Site Location: Fort Lewis Area 21E.

Dog’s Call Name Breed Age Sex

Number of runs  (first run in each field counts for placement; fill out separate forms for each dog)
Owner/Handler

Address

City State ZipCode

Phone Number ( ) E-mail Address :

Has this Dog placed in NSTRA: ~ YES ~ NO OR
Placed/Qualified in any Type of AKC Field Trial or Hunt Test (Senior or Master)  YES  NO

Make Check out to: GSBDA — entries must have entry fee with them.
Mail Entry form WITH FEE to the trial chairman:

Willy Boyer
5133 Marian Dr. NE
Olympia, WA 98516
Phone (360) 412-5097

All applicants are responsible for contacting Trial chairman before the trial to confirm time of run. Braces will

not be finalized until the day before the trial. Please let the trial chairman know your availability for volunteer
opportunities. Support the GSBDA and the fun trials!

The GREATER SEATTLE BIRD DOG ASSOCIATION is not responsible for accidents during the Trials.
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APRIL 30 FUN TRIAL

In addition to the regular
NSTRA trial running the
same weekend, the
GSBDA also held a won-
derful fun trial for those
just starting out or tuning
up for the regular trial.

A total of 10 braces ran in
one field. The day was
wonderful with sun and a

nice breeze. The birds flew

well and everyone had a
great time.

APRIL 30, MAY | NSTRA TRIAL RESULTS

RESULTS

The fun trial attracted
some experienced trial
teams including Willie
Boyer and Squirt as well
as some brand new mem-
bers. Willie and Squirt did
an awesome job and
earned the highest number
of points for the trial.
Howevet, due to Squirt's

winning the fun trial dog of

the year award for 2004,
they were not eligible for
placement at this trial.

Lonnie Johnson, the event
chair announced the fol-
lowing official placements
for this trial as:

1st:
Andrew Plyler & Hank

2nd:
Carol Ptak & Nietzsche

3rd:
Bob Lucas & Rachel

Ron Trask and his team organized this two day trial at Ft. Lewis area #14. The results were:

Field A

April 30, 2005

Field B
Judges: Judges:
Bud Folk 2282 Jim Shank 4.58
Tom Dickens 396 Larry Thurman 2026

Ist Jessie with John Peacock

Ist Pearl with Joel Schaefer

(100.5) (984)

2nd Dakota with | Weitenha-  7n4 Rowdy with Joe Schaefer
gen (837) (979)

3rd Duke with Steve Gagne 3.4 Pott with Jim Cappis
(823.3) (910.8)

4th Rowdy with Joe Schaefer
(801.5)

4th Sam with Keith Hawke
(826.5)

MEET THE EDITOR

Carol Ptak
&
Nietzsche

{ 1 hope you like the new look of
b the quarterly newsletter. The

major reason behind the new
look is that since we are brand
new members, we have never
seen 2 GSBDA newsletter!
During our first fun trial, not
only did we have a whole lot of
fun, meet some great people, I
also learned that there was a
need for a newsletter editor.
We had such a great time at the
trial and everyone was so
friendly that I immediately vol-
unteered.

Field A May 1, 2005 Field B
Judges: Judges:

George Clark 1278 Mike Ouchida  4-45
Ron Park 1632 Mike Bingaman 1801

Ist Duke with Scott Harrison
(934.5)

2nd Fudge with Tom Medley
(909.5)

3rd Bandit with Randy Rahm
(859)

4th Sam with Keith Hawke
(849)

Nietzsche is my first pointer
and my first griffon. He is
also my first well bred dog
and we are having a wonder-
ful time learning together. 1
was so surprised when we
actually placed at our first fun
triall

As qualifications for doing the
newsletter, I am also the edi-
tor of The Griffonnier, the
magazine for the national
breed club for the wirehaired
pointing griffon. This is a full

Ist Brick with Jim Shank

(945.5)

2nd Sam with Keith Hawke
(843)

3rd  Rough with ]

Glenewinkel (856)
4th Trey with Davy Craven
(824)

color magazine that is produced
for over 300 members on a
quarterly basis.

I do hope that you like the
newsletter and we are planning
on producing one each quarter
with postcards and e-mail in
between. Please let me know
how this newsletter - your
newsletter - can improve and
what you want to see in it. You
can reach me at (253) 884 6463
or captak@attglobal.net



GREATER SEATTLE BIRD DOG CLUB

PO Box 178
Lakebay, WA 98349

A Pointing Dog Club”

DON’T MISS THESE UPCOMING EVENTS

June 12

GSBDA Fun Trial
Fort Lewis 21E

Chair: Willy Boyer
Phone (360) 412-5097

June 22

Newsletter cutoff. The next is-
sue will mail by June 30. Please
send inputs to cap-
tak@attglobal.net or call me at
(253) 884-6463. | would appreci-
ate your comments, suggestions,
and any other ideas. This is
YOUR newsletter, | am merely
the editor so please send along
your pictures and news to share
with other GSBDA members. |If
you do not have pictures in an
electronic format, please send

them to PO Box 178, Lake-
bay, WA 98349 and they will
be returned to you after the
newsletter is mailed.

Other Upcoming events to
be determined - watch the
June newsletter

- Training Seminar

- Summer Picnic & Member-
ship Meeting

August 27-28

Republic Kiwanis
Location: TBD

Chair: John Glenewinkel
(509) 775-0668
jglenewinkel @
republic.wednet.edu

September 10-11
Clearwater Pointing Dog Club

Location: Snow Farms, Pullman, WA

Chair: Jerry Youmans
(208) 743-7584
jerconn@cableone.net

September 17-18
Greater Columbia PDC

Location: Driver Ranch, Wamic, OR

Chair: Mike Ouchida
(503) 775-5056
mouchida@cs.com

September 24-25
Three Rivers Bird Dog Club

Location: Fuller Ranch, Kennewick, WA

Chair: Jim Fuller
(509) 627-2839

jfuller@owt.com

All trials are
double/double
and $35 per
entry run. Send
completed en-
try form with
correct entry
fee directly to
the trial chair.



