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Or, perhaps that should be titled ex-
President’s address!  Congratulations 
to Lonnie Johnson for his election as 
the next GSBDA President, and to 
all the others who were elected or re-
elected as various officers and board 
members.  I’ll be working with 
Lonnie to make a smooth transition 
and will then step back into a posi-
tion on the GSBDA Board of Direc-
tors.  This election usually occurs in 
November each year, but through a 
change in our bylaws, approved by 
the Board last spring and duly voted 
in at the summer meeting and BBQ, 
officers will now be elected at the 
summer meeting.  This allows more 
time for an outgoing officer to assist 
one that is coming in new.  Please 
help me to welcome all new and re-
turning officers.  The club certainly 
cannot keep going without individu-
als willing to step forward and take a 
turn at these positions. 
 
I was out at sea this summer, and so 
I missed both the summer BBQ and 
the training seminar put on by R.J. 
Marquart.  I’ve heard from a number 
of participants that both of these 
events were very successful.  The 
BBQ was highlighted by the award 
of the Kopenski Cup to the high-
point dog for the spring field trial 
season.  Congrats are due to Scott 
Harrison and Duke, who took on all 
comers and came away with the tro-
phy by coring 22 points this spring.  
Great going Scott! 
 
Where do we need help in getting 
ready for 2006?  Most of the trial 
dates, both NSTRA and fun events, 

are scheduled but some chairpersons 
are still needed.  Right now the most 
critical needs are for people to lead 
and organize the Annual Banquet 
and the booth at the Sportsman’s 
Show.  If anyone is interested in ei-
ther of these very critical jobs please 
contact me or Lonnie.  As always, 
when you see a chairperson listed for 
an event that you can attend, please 

call them and offer your help to 
make the event a success.  It is really 
difficult to ring through the member-
ship list searching for volunteers, and 
these events certainly cannot happen 
without us all pitching in.  I’m just 
saying that as a reminder, because we 
put out the call for folks to step for-
ward last year and quite a few of you 
did.  Running the various events was 
much easier, and it wasn’t left to the 
same old gang of four or five to al-
ways set up and take down.  Thanks 
to all of you who helped! 
 
It is especially important for some-
one to step forward to organize the 
annual Banquet.  This is usually held 
in January of each year (preferably 
after the hunting season is over!).  
We convene early for “liar’s hour” 
and then hand out our annual or bi-
annual awards, followed by what is 
usually a rousing time during the 
fundraising auction.  So think ahead 

to January everyone!  Lonnie will 
need to receive your nominations for 
puppy of the year and sportsman of 
the year.  We’ll also hand out the fun 
trial dog of the year award and the 
coveted Kopenski Cup will go to the 
high-point dog for the fall season.  
And, we’ll need donations for the 
auction. 
 

With that, I just want to 
say that it has been an 
honor to be part of this 
group for so many years, 
and to have served as 
president for the last 
year.  I really appreciate 
the opportunity to work 

with others to hold these events, but 
more importantly to get together on 
training days and generally improve 
on dog-handling skills.  I hope you 
are all having great fall hunting and/
or trialing seasons, and look forward 
to seeing you at the Banquet. 
 
All the best! 
Shannon Fitzgerald 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  BY SHANNON FITZGERALD 

NOVEMBER 2005 

Plan Ahead  
Coming soon to a field near you! 

 
February 11, 2005 

The first fun trial of the season is 
right around the corner!  Val Cal-
der volunteered to step up and 
organize this for us.  Contact Val 
at 253-946-4556 or E-mail:  
VAPA@comcast.net.   
 
Thanks Val for stepping forward 
on this! Won’t you please call Val 
and offer to help? 

 
Congratulations to Scott Harrison and 
Duke, who took on all comers and came 
away with the Kopenski Cup as the high-
point dog for the spring field trial season 
by scoring 22 points this spring.   



the bird and wait 2 minutes 
before a dog can be worked 
in on it. 
30. Birds that flush after 
having been pointed but 
remain in the field are 
scored-on birds and cannot 
be used for another find.  If 
possible, take the bird out of 
play. 
31. When a find is estab-
lished at end of the 20 min-
ute brace and time runs out, 
an extra 3 minutes will be 
allowed to finish the piece 
of work.  If the dog moves 
or is relocated the brace is 
ended. 
32. Dogs that have placed 
in NSTRA or a broke dog 
stake (AKC, CKC) are not 
eligible for fun trial place-
ment. 
33. Fun trial dog-of-the-
year winners are no longer 
eligible for fun trial place-
ment. 
34. All other dogs of any 
age are eligible for fun trial 
placements. 
35. Dogs up to 30 months 
old are eligible for the derby 
award. 
36. Fun trials should be 
used to promote good dog 
work.  
37. Fun trial dog of the year 
winners will be selected us-
ing a point system, with 1st, 
2nd, 3rd, and derby place-
ments earning 4, 3, 2, and 1 
points respectively for each 
trial. 
 

1. Safety First: all partici-
pants in the field will wear 
hunter orange.  Common 
firearm safety practices are 
employed. 
2. Gunners will have cham-
bers empty and open and 
shells in the magazine 
(pumps, bolt-action, and 
autos) or shells in the cham-
ber but gun broke (over-
unders and doubles) until a 
find is called, no running in 
the field, and safety can be 
called by the gunner, handler, 
or the judge. 
3. Once a safety is called no 
shots are to be fired for that 
find. 
4. Participants should have 
fun – fun trials are held to 
promote better dog work. 
5. NSTRA rules for run-
ning trials and braces are gen-
erally followed except as 
noted. 
6. Braces are 20 minutes 
long. 
7. Participants should enjoy 
themselves, and use the event 
to their best advantage. 
8. 5 birds are planted in the 
first brace, with 4 birds per 
brace afterwards. 
9. Judges should carry a 
quail with them.  If no finds 
are made after 15 minutes, a 
bird can be planted for the 
dog and the handler can lead 
the dog to the bird for prac-
tice.  If a trial is short on 
birds this practice will be sus-
pended by the Chairman. 
10. NSTRA guidelines for 
assessing dog work are gener-
ally followed. 

11. Cost is $25 per run except 
when grounds need to be 
rented or birds other than 
quail are used. 
12. Trial fees must be paid 
prior to a run. 
13. If a handler must cancel 
after fees are paid, prior to the 
run, fees are forfeited.  How-
ever, the Chairperson has the 
discretion to reimburse the 
handler if another paying han-
dler can be found. 
14. All training aids are al-
lowed in the field including 
leads, e-collars, bells, and oth-
ers. 
15. If your dog picks a fight 
you need to remove it from 
the field immediately. 
16. If you pick a fight with 
your dog you will be removed 
from the field immediately (no 
kicking, hitting, biting, throw-
ing, or other excessive use of 
force). 
17. Enjoy yourself – this is a 
fun event. 
18. All dogs can run in the 
fun event. 
19. Be courteous to your 
brace mate.  If a dog is out of 
control and interferes con-
stantly with a brace mate or 
runs into a NSTRA field the 
judge or Chairman can direct 
you to pick the dog up and 
remove it from the field.  Fail-
ure to comply may jeopardize 
your ability to enter future 
events. 
20. Braces are not drawn ran-
domly as in NSTRA – the 
chairman sets up dogs of 
nearly equivalent ability in 

braces whenever possible. 
21. Members cannot ask for a 
specific brace time, or the first 
or last brace of the trial.  Chair-
man should however accom-
modate run times as much as 
possible by pooling requests 
into morning or afternoon ses-
sions. 
22. When fun trials are held 
concurrently with NSTRA trials 
the Chairman will coordinate 
with the NSTRA chair to en-
sure a handler does not have a 
conflict with their NSTRA 
runs, which are drawn ran-
domly and have precedence. 
23. A dog’s first run of the day 
is used for possible placement 
(if eligible).  Subsequent runs 
are encouraged and provide 
excellent training opportunities. 
24. The Chairman has the final 
say on brace pairings and run 
times. 
25. Do not put your canine 
companion in a position to fail 
or do poor dog work. 
26. If your dog does not back, 
do not handle it into another 
dog that is on a find. 
27. If your dog does back, you 
must hold the dog by the collar 
for two minutes while the other 
dog work is going on.  After 
two minutes you can lead your 
dog away and start handling 
again. 
28. Fees cannot be reimbursed 
should a dog be disqualified 
(DQ’d) by the handler, judge, 
or chairperson during a brace. 
29. Wild-flushed birds that stay 
in the field are marked birds.  
Both parties must be aware of 

GSBDA FUN TRIAL RULES AND GUIDELINES  
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The meeting was called to order at 
12:55 pm by Vice President Ron 
Trask.  Other officers present were, 
Treasurer Carol Amtower, Secretary 
Tracy Prezeau, and Board Members 
Barry Wild, Kathy Sybouts, Guy Pol-
lack and Val Calder. 
 
The two amendments to the By-
Laws were discussed.  It was regu-
larly moved and seconded to amend 
Article V Section B to read as fol-
lows: 

 
ANNUAL MEETING.  The an-
nual meeting shall be held in No-
vember (during the summer )at a 
suitable location (and date) as deter-
mined by the Board.  At this meeting 
the officers and Directors for the 
ensuring year shall be elected by 
written, secret ballot from among 
those nominated in accordance with 
Section D of this Article.  They shall 
take office immediately upon conclu-
sion of the election and each retiring 
officer shall turn over to his/her suc-
cessor in the office all properties and 
records relating to that office within 
30 days after the election.” 
  
 Motion Carried 
 
It was regularly moved and seconded 
to amend Article V Section D to 
read as follows: 
 
NOMINATIONS.  During the 
month of September (May), the 
Board shall select a nominating com-
mittee consisting of three members, 
not more than one of whom shall be 
a member of the Board.  The Secre-

tary shall immediately notify the 
committee persons of their selection.  
The Board shall name a chairperson 
for the committee and it shall be his/
her duty to call a committee meeting 
which shall be held on or before Oc-
tober 15th (June 15th). 
 
1.  The committee shall nominate 
one or more candidates for each of-
fice and Board position then imme-
diately report their nominations to 
the Secretary.  The committee must 
obtain acceptance by each candidate 
so nominated. 
 
2.  Additional nominations may be 
made at the November (Summer )
annual meeting by members in atten-
dance, provided that the person so 
nominated does not decline the 
nomination and provided further 
that, if the proposed candidate is not 
present, his proposer shall present to 
the Secretary a statement from the 
proposed candidate stating his/her 
willingness to serve. 
  
 Motion Carried 
 
Nominating Committee Chairper-
son, Guy Pollack presented the list 
of nominated candidates for each 
office.  The list of nominated candi-
dates is as follows 
 
President:  Lonnie Johnson 
Secretary   Tracy Prezeau 
Vice President  Ron Trask  
Publicity  Carol Ptak 
Treasurer  Carol Amtower 
 
 

Board of  Directors 
Brian Hansen 
David Downing 
Dwayne Boggs 
Guy Pollack 
Shannon Fitzgerald 
Val Calder 
 
NSTRA Trophy Chairman 
Scott Harrison 
 
It was regularly moved and seconded 
to accept all proposed nominated 
candidates. 
 Motion Carried 
 
The membership was reminded that 
the annual Sportsman’s Show is 
scheduled for January 28, 2006. 
 
The annual GSBDA Banquet is 
scheduled for January 21, 2006.  The 
idea of using old membership lists to 
invite more people to the banquet 
was discussed and informally 
adopted. 
 
All in attendance agreed that RJ 
Marquart’s training seminar was ex-
tremely beneficial. 
 
The Kopensky Cup was awarded to 
Scott Harrison and his dog Duke’s 
True Grit with twenty-two points. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 
pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Tracy L. Prezeau 
Secretary 

GREATER SEATTLE BIRD DOG ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL CLUB MEETING MINUTES - AUGUST 7, 2005 



GSBDA Membership List as of November 11, 2005
Carol Amtower 
733 Algona Blvd N. 
Algona, WA   98001 
Home:  253-735-9406 
Work:  206-628-9029 
E-mail:  dotlee2@comcast.net 
 

 

Mike & Leslie Bingham 
11206 Bingham Ave  E 
Tacoma, WA   98446 
Home:  253-538-6638 
Work:  253-278-7019 
E-mail:  mlbingham1@msn.com 
 

 

Jon Blank 
7201 63rd P. NE 
Marysville, WA   98270 
Home:  360-651-2409 
Work:  425-308-3863 
E-mail:  toadblank@aol.com 
 

Dwayne Boggs 
8527 Kittiwake Ct 
Olympia, WA   98513 
Home:  360-790-2001 
E-mail:  DEWEYS-45@hotmail.com 
 

 

Willy Boyer 
5133 Marian Dr. NE 
Olympia, WA   98516 
Home:  360-412-5097 
Work:  253-967-1444 
 

 

Joel Brattin 
121 NW 79th St. 
Seattle, WA   98117 
Home:  206-769-7373 
E-mail:  joelb@shieldmortgage.net 

 Kevin Brown 
12113 Daphne Ln NW #G103 
Silverdale, Wa. 98383 
360-620-8429 
kwbbrown@comcast.net 

 

Val Calder 
3623 S 316th St 
Auburn, WA   98001 
Home:  253-946-4556 
Work:  206-615-2535 
E-mail:  VAPA@comcast.net 
 

 

Bill Clagett 
18547 Citrus St SW 
Rochester, WA   98579 
Home:  360-273-8857 
Work:  Same 
E-mail:  wrenranch@msn.com 
 

Bill Cox 
75 Chapman Ct 
Steilacoom, WA   98388 
Home:  253-581-0777 
E-mail:  bjcox@seanet.com 
 

 

David Downing 
9502 61st Dr NE 
Marysville, WA   98270 
Home:  360-658-0236 
Work:  360-653-5385 
E-mail:  gander@gte.net 
 

 

Phil Eucker 
5864 166th Ave SE 
Bellevue, WA   98006 
Home:  206-354-8358 
E-mail:  Phil-eucker@10x.com 
 

Shannon Fitzgerald 
15559 26th Ave NE 
Seattle, WA   98155 
Home:  206-364-1476 
Work:  206-526-4553 
E-mail:  Shannon.Fitzgerald@noaa.gov 

 

Jeff  & Marilee Fjelstul 
19750 67th Ave NE 
Kenmore, WA   98028 
Home:  425-481-2449 
E-mail:  Jeffrey.fjelstul@med.va.gov 
 

 

Pat & Stephanie Fleege 
509 Olive Way suite 1024 
Seattle, WA   98101 
Home:  206-669-2749 
Work:  206-622-6696 
E-mail:  pafleege@comcast.net 
 

Bud Folk & family 
41004 NE 149th Ave 
Amboy, WA   98601 
Home:  360-263-2255 
E-mail:  folkkay@yahoo.com 

 

Steve & Christina Gagne 
8701 201st St E 
Spanaway, WA   98387 
Home:  253-875-5072 
Work:  253-381-1179 
E-mail:  duramaxman@comcast.net 
 

 

James Genovese 
2903 B St 
Forest Grove, Or   97116 
E-mail:  yankeejim@comcast.net 
 

Roberts Greenaway 
P.O. Box 1216 
Eatonville, WA   98328 
Home:  360-832-6252 
Work:  253-576-1876 
E-mail:  greenawayi@aol.com 
 

 

Bob Gribble 
26442 164th Ave SE 
Kent, WA   98042 
Home:  253-631-9244 
 

 

Scot & Sherry Haeger 
15506 146th Ave SE 
Snohomish, WA   98290 
Home:  360-794-4605 
E-mail:  shaeger@earthlink.net 
 

Brian Hansen 
1910 99th Ave SE 
Everett, WA   98205 
Home:  425-335-0776 
E-mail:  rand_98201@yahoo.com 

 

Scott Harrison 
656 Awa Lane 
Camano Is., WA   98282 
 

 

Jens Johansen 
25513 151st Pl SE 
Covington, WA   98042 
Home:  253-631-3906 
Work:  253-261-1097 
E-mail:  jensjohansen@earthlink.net 
 

Lonnie Johnson & Linda West 
13208 Military Rd S 
Tukwila, WA   98168 
Home:  206-909-0474 

 

Jim LaLone 
6699 Columbia 
Clinton, WA   98239 
Home:  360-341-1658 
Work:  425-330-5465 
E-mail:  lalone@whidbey.com 

 

Samuel Lee 
8316 228th St. SW 
Edmonds, Wa 98026 
425-835-4042 



 

Mark & Sharon Nash 
11204 206th Ave Ct. E. 
Sumner, WA   98390 
Home:  253-862-4721 
E-mail:  deerhunter4x4@comcast.net 
 

 

Scott Nilson 
112 17th Ave Ct. 
Milton, WA   98354 
Home:  253-922-8362 
Work:  206-544-7031 
 

 

Andrew & Heather Plyler 
31404 SE 383rd Place 
Enumclaw, WA   98022 
Home:  360-825-3455 
Work:  206-606-0720 
 

Guy Pollack 
640 South 162nd St 
Spanaway, WA   98387 
Home:  253-537-7322 
Work:  253-537-0078 
 

 

Rick & Tracy Prezeau 
7716 21st St West 
Tacoma, WA   98466 
Home:  253-565-3408 
Work:  253-230-2083 
E-mail:  tprezeau@harbornet.com 
 

 

Jim & Carol Ptak 
P.O. Box 178 
Lakebay, WA   98349 
Home:  253-884-6463 
E-mail:  captak@attglobal.net 

Randy Rahm 
4716-76th St East 
Tacoma, WA   98443 
Home:  253-535-2353 

  
 

 

Jack Richardson 
50 Pumphouse Road 
Goldendale, WA   98620 
Home:  509-773-6263 
 

 

Melanie Rider 
306 Meadow Ave No. 
Renton, WA   98055 
Home:  206-579-2698 
Work:  425-294-3492 
E-mail:  melanie_rider@hotmail.com 

Mark Root 
81 Whitebush Way 
Astoria, OR   97103 
Home:  503-325-4791 
Work:  503-791-4890 
E-mail:  msroot@charter.net 
 

 

Walt Schinnell 
950N Duckabush Dr N 
Hoodsport, WA   98548 
Home:  360-877-0841 
E-mail:  WALTERS1@HCTC.com 
 

 

Gary Schroeder 
4439 54th Ave SW 
Seattle, WA   98116 
Home:  206-933-145 
E-mail:  Schroeder.gary@comcast.net 

Jacquelyn & Robert Sinclair 
1106 N Junett Street 
Tacoma, WA   98406 
Home:  253-752-4898 
Work:  253-272-2429 
E-mail:  Robertsinclair02@msn.com 
 

 

Conrad & Maria Silvani 
11019 Deepwood DR SW 
Lakewood, WA   98498 
Home:  253-581-7117 
E-mail:  Csilvani@ix.netcom.com 
 

 

Mike Smith 
742 Elma McCleary Rd 
McCleary, WA   98557 
Home:  360-495-4406 
Work:  360-495-3891 

Ron Trask 
11610 205th Ave East 
Sumner, WA   98390 
Home:  253-862-0883 
Work:  206-935-8000 
 

 

James Tyler  
2218 Westlake Dr SE 
Lacey, WA   98503 
Home:  360-456-7526 

 

 

Byron Vadset 
17747 15th NW 
Shoreline, WA   98177 
Home:  206-546-5445 
E-mail:  bjvadset@msn.com 
 

Gary & Judy Weitenhagen 
30 43rd Pl NW 
Marysville, WA   98271 
Home:  360-659-0519 
E-mail:  gandjaThome@seanet.com 
 

 

Leroy & Kristi Whalen 
2633 Mt McKinley Ct South 
Puyallup, WA   98374 
Home:  253-841-7797 
Work:  253-848-4185 
E-mail:  LKWhalen@comcast.net 
 

 

Barry Wild  
P.O. Box 586 
Hoodsport, WA   98548 
Home:  360-877-5693 
Work:  360-877-0830 
E-mail:  ernine@hctc.com 

Robert & Jodie Lucas 
13716 SE 239th St 
Kent, WA   98042 
Home:  206-571-9083 
E-mail:  Rj-lucas@comcast.net 
 

 

Robert Middleton 
5814 37th St. SE 
Auburn, WA   98092 
Home:  253-931-3877 
 

 

John Morgan 
18505 SE May Valley Road 
Issaquah, WA   98027 
Home:  425-255-3314 
Work:  206-248-4579 
E-mail:  JCMORGAN@juno.com 



Note from the editor 
 

Think about sharing your stories and pic-
tures with your fellow club members.  
Please send inputs to  captak@attglobal.net 
or call me at (253) 884-6463.  I would 
appreciate your comments, stories, sug-
gestions, and any other ideas.  How about 
sharing your brags about all the wonder-
ful things you and your dog are doing 
together? 
   
This is YOUR newsletter, I am merely 
the editor so please send along your pic-
tures and news to share with other 
GSBDA members.   
 
 If you do not have pictures in an elec-
tronic format, please send them to PO 
Box 178, Lakebay, WA 98349 and they 
will be returned to you after the newslet-
ter is mailed.   

Upcoming NSTRA Trials 
 
Unfortunately at newsletter press time 
the Northwest schedule was not yet 
posted on line.  For information on 
local events contact. Northwest  
Region President: 
George Clark 
PO Box 2123 
Longview, Wa. 98632 
 
Phone: 1-360-578-0237 
e-mail:  geoejr@adelphia.net  

Sportsman’s Show 
 

January 28, 2006 
 
Anyone who has worked this show will 
tell you how much fun it is.  Call Val 
Calder to let him know when you can 
be there to work the booth.  Contact 
Val at 253-946-4556 or E-mail:  
VAPA@comcast.net.   

Don’t miss it! 
 
The annual GSBDA Banquet is 
scheduled for January 21, 2005.  
If you are interested in coordinat-
ing this event, please contact Ron 
Trask at 253-862-0883 
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A big THANK YOU 
 
To all those who participated 
in RJ Marquart’s training semi-
nar in August.  Everyone 
agreed it was a smash success 
and that Val’s barbeque was 
delicious.   

This and that……. 



Greater Seattle 
Bird Dog Association 

 
Membership Application 

 
“A Pointing Dog Club” 

 
GSBDA is a working club.  Each member will be expected to volunteer at least one event per year.   

 
$30.00 for the rest of the year/per family 

 
New Member ________ Renewal__________ 

 
 
Name:__________________________________________________________________ 
 (As you wish them to appear on the address label—one line please) 
 
Address:_________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City___________________________State:____________________ZipCode__________ 
 
Phone Numbers (with area code):  Home:__________________        Work___________________________ 
 
Cell:______________________________Fax:____________________   e-,mail  ______________________ 
 
Are you a NSTRA member:  __________yes          __________No 
 
Breeds of dogs you own/Train________________________________________________ 
 
 
Your Interests:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
What would you like to see, do or get from GSBDA?_____________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What areas can you volunteer for to help GSBDA?  ________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Make your checks payable to: GSBDA 
Mail to: 

Carol Amtower 
733 Algona Blvd N. 
Algona, WA  98001 

 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS DUE ON OR BEFORE MARCH 31. 



PO Box 178 
Lakebay, WA  98349 

G R E A T E R  S E A T T L E  B I R D  D O G  C L U B  

“A Pointing Dog Club” 

GSBDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONTACT INFORMATION 

President: 

Shannon Fitzgerald 
Home: 206-364-1476 
Work: 206-526-4553 
Shannon.   
Fitzgerald@noaa.gov 

  
 
Vice President:   
Ron Trask 
Home: 253-862-0883 
Work: 206-935-8000 
 
 

 
Treasurer:   
Carol Amtower 
Home: 253-735-9406 
Work: 206-628-9029 
dotlee2@comcast.net 

 
 
Secretary: 
Tracy Prezeau 
Home: 253-565-3408 
Work: 253-230-2083 
tprezeau@harbornet.com 
 

 
Publicity (Newsletter):   
Carol Ptak 
PO Box 178 
Lakebay, WA  98349 
captak@attglobal.net 
(253) 884-6463 
 
Board members: 
Barry Wild         Mike Bingham 
Kathy Sybouts     Guy Pollack 
Dwayne Boggs     Rick Prezeau 


